














Answers to self-assessment questions

Question 1:  The best response is B. Clarithromycin inhibits warfarin metabolism (through
cytochrome P450 enzymes), potentiating its action. This increases the risk of bleeding.
Hence the dose of warfarin should be reduced to maintain adequate anticoagulation.

Question 2:  The best response is D. For patients on warfarin with evidence of minor bleeding, as
in this patient, it is advisable to stop warfarin and administer vitamin K1 1-3mg orally
or as a slow IV injection. This could be repeated if INR continues to remain high after
24 hours. Warfarin can be restarted at a lower dose when bleeding has stopped and
when the INR is <5.0.

Question 3:  The best response is C. All other features are seen in organophosphate poisoning,
except mydriasis. The pupils will actually constrict (miosis).
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